
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 

News from our Organization                          

Learn- Live-Support Masiphumelele  

March 2026 

Dear friends of our association and supporters of the people in Masiphumelele!   

Here is a letter full of pictures and joy, enthusiastic people, pioneering spirit, and gratitude! 

We have had an incredibly blessed time over the past few weeks, which I would like to share with you. Explanations are 

often necessary, but this letter is full of pictures that probably say more than many words. Enjoy! 

The preparations 

From mid-January 

onwards, we prepared lots 

of manuals, lists, and 

administrative tasks. The 

trainers submitted their 

“order lists” and we had 

lots of team meetings. 
Solutions were found for 
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things that no one had thought of before. We established 

structures, procedures, and schedules, and the teaching 

manuals for the next nine months were (and still are) adapted 

accordingly. 

Zikhona and Trish (our experienced trainers) supported Ryan, 
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Thomas and Luke, “the new guys” on the admin team with their insider knowledge. A brand new dynamic with three 

men on the team... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So far, we have only rented one room in Masi, where 

the barista course takes place. The practical days of the 

hairdressing course take place in the hairdresser's 

salon and those of the carpenter course in the trainer's 

workshop. We still needed two additional rooms for 

the multimedia course and the cosmetics course.  

Unfortunately, the prospect of affordable rental space 

in Masi did not work out. A fire in January destroyed 

approximately 500 shacks in Masi, leaving no space 

available. Then a family from the church offered us 

affordable space in their private home. It is within 

walking distance of Masi, so there are no 

transportation costs. 

The cosmetics course takes place in a double garage 

that we renovated. With a lot of work and some money, 

we turned a garage into a professional 

teaching/working space! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The start with the applicants was at the beginning of February. The candidates had to invest two weeks of preparation 

time in February. During this time, we were able to get a good overview of the applicants.   

We started each morning with devotions and prayer. To ensure that it was a valuable time for all applicants (including those 

who could not be accepted into the long-term course), we taught helpful topics such as “time management” and “conflict 

management in the workplace.” The trainers and pastors presented their courses in between. The excitement of all those 

involved grew noticeably! 

The job interviews took place at the end of February. Then the contracts were signed and the first official group photo 

was taken. 

We now officially have 22 course participants. Kneeling in the foreground are Thimna and Zandile, who have been working 

with the girls' groups for years. In the middle is Aphiwe, who has also been helping with the boys' work for some time. These 

three are “assistants” and we want to train them to become young leaders. They support the trainers and participants and 

can continue to grow in their faith and as disciples through the spiritual part of the program. In the middle are the two 

German volunteers who help out at Clever Kids on Mondays and Tuesdays. On Wednesdays and Thursdays, they also 

participate in the discipleship program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The (unofficial) Start 

So that we staff members could get to know each other 

(better), Learn-Live-Support Masi organized a breakfast for 

the trainers, pastors, and staff last Monday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trusting in God's provision, 

we accepted more 

participants than planned. 

As an association, we also 

care deeply about training 

the next generation of 

leaders. That is why the 

spiritual and personal 

development of our 

volunteers is so important to 

us.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayermeeting 

On Sunday evening, Connections Church held a prayer 

meeting for the courses, the team, and the participants. It 

was encouraging to see so many people supporting the 

project in prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The official Start 

Tuesday morning was the official start of the 

course for participants and staff. We began with 

a worship service at Connections Church. 

Pastors Martyn and Percy, who are involved in 

the project, are part of the leadership team, and 

most of the staff have their spiritual home in this 

church. 

We began with a time of worship, followed by a 

devotional, and ended with a time of prayer.Es 

ist wunderbar, dass Gott der Gemeinde 

„Jüngerschaft“ aufs Herz gelegt hat und wir 

gemeinsam das Projekt durchführen.  

We all feel very blessed by this partnership and 

look forward to the coming months and seeing 

God at work! 

Then everyone went to their training venues and 

the practical training began. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To briefly recap the weekly schedule: On Monday and Tuesday, the practical lessons for the courses take place at the various 

training locations. On Wednesday and Thursday, we all meet in our room in Masi. 

 It is important for all courses not to overload participants with theoretical knowledge, but to find a balance between theory 

and practice. That is why theory usually takes place in the morning and is then put into practice in the afternoon. Here are 

a few impressions ... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barista/Waitressing/Hospitality 

Seven participants, theory in the 

morning, practical training in the 

afternoon. Participants are not only 

taught how to use the barista machine, 

but also receive comprehensive waiter 

training. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carpenter 

Three participants, lots of practical experience in different 

areas. An important part of the course is learning how to use 

different power tools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hair/Beauty/Wellness 

Eight female participants, theory in the morning, practical training in the afternoon. The cosmetics training took place on 

free models right from the first day. The hairdressers practice on dolls first—which is definitely a good thing😊 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multi Media 

Five students (Aphiwe is also taking part in the classes), 

topics range from creating professional photos and 

videos and editing them, to creating personal brands 

and websites, advertising on social media, and much 

more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bible and discipleship training 

Wednesday begins with a lesson on “God's Story,” 

which is very close to Martyn's heart (on the right 

picture). On Thursdays, Percy (on the left picture) 

teaches about the five pillars of discipleship.  What a 

blessing that both pastors take the time to teach young 

people! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Learn-Live-Support Masiphumelele                          Bank Details:                                                                                                                            

11 North Walk,  Fish Hoek,  7975,  Capetown           Learn- Life-Support  Masiphumelele                                                                                                                      

Internet:    Learn-Live-Support-Masi.com.za        Standard Bank                                                                                                                                        

Email:  kontakt@lern-und-lebenshilfe-masi.de                                      Account Number: 1014 780 4572                                                                                                                   

Handy:  +49 160 9677 4285          Branch Code: 051001   
            PBO No. 930080084 

 

Blessings, yours             

Doris Kämper 

 

Mentoring 

A very important part of the course is the care and 

support of the participants. Thankfully, God has placed 

the discipleship course on the hearts of Whitney and 

Jake, a married couple from the USA and graduates of 

Bethel Bible School. We are delighted to have them on 

our team. 

On Wednesdays, they bring additional life-skill topics that 

are taught and discussed in a large, mixed group. They 

have also taken on responsibility for the sports program 

that takes place on Wednesday afternoons. 

On Thursdays, men and women have separate discussion 

groups that focus more on personal matters, (life)- 

questions and problems, and assistance.  

The discussion groups help us team members to provide 

more intensive support to participants when necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is always touching to see how grateful women are for a safe space where they can be seen and heard. Under Whitney's 

guidance, the young women quickly opened up, shared their thoughts and feelings, and became emotional. The young 

men had just as much need to talk, and here too, the discussion leaders were surprised by the trust placed in them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading the Bible together 

After the journals have been completed, the weekly 

assessment answered, and a brief review of the week 

conducted, there is still an hour left at the end of the week 

for shared Bible reading. Participants learn various 

methods of Bible reading, which are then applied and 

discussed in groups. There is also space for questions and 

answers, prayer, and a shared conclusion to the week.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

😊 I think this is the longest update I've ever written. It 

has been such a blessed time of preparation, a wonderful 

start, and a great first week! We feel a little like pioneers, 

full of excitement about what God will do, and grateful 

that we get to accompany these young people and 

witness their growth.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was great to see the Issachar project get off to such a fantastic start, and I wanted to share this with you and take this 

opportunity to say THANK YOU!!! for all your support, both financial and in prayer! It's wonderful to have you with us on 

this journey. When we are united in God, the distance between Germany and Masi doesn't seem so big, does it? 😊 
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